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Chairman’s AGM Report (edited)

The year 20082009 was a very
busy year. I'm sure that cach member will
have his own memories and opinions as to
the highlights, but I think that we can look
back with a sense of achievement over the
last 12 months. I'm sure our conductor will
have his say as to the quality of our per-
formance in his report.

Socially, we held our Annual Din-
ner at the Calf’'s Head at Worston. We
were glad to see friends and supporters at
what was a very enjoyable event, but only
a minority of choir members attended. The
Geoffrey Sutton Memorial Trophy was
presented by our President, Mrs Ruth Sut-
ton, to Gerry Brown, and a long service
award for 30 years service to the choir was
presented to John Thomton.

Walter Nutter has had to retire
from the choir through ill health and is
presently in Bumley General Hospital. |
am sure that you will join with me in send-
ing our best wishes to Walter for a speedy
retum to good health.

I am glad to report that Paul Wick-
ham & Keith Tanner are now both full
members of the choir, and have been
joined by Derrick Riley.

Once again | have to record my
thanks, both from myself and on behalf of
the choir, for Frank’s continuing leadership
and dedication to the cause of high quality
choral singing. We may disagree with his
choice of music from time to time, but
never his commitment to our choir.
Heartfelt thanks to all three of our ..........
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Dates for your Diary

Sunday 4th October 2009
In Concert
Downham Church
Nr CLITHEROE 2/30 pm

Saturday 24th October 2009
Celebrity Concert
Speckal Guest
Sean Ruane (Tenor)
Municipal Theatre
COLNE 730pm

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Saturday 21st November 2009
In Concert
Wilpshire Methodist Church
BLACKBURN 7/30 pm

Saturday 28th November 2009
In Concert
United Reformed Church
CLITHEROE 730 pm

Saturday 19th December 2009
Annual Christmas Cradker
with
Freckleton Band
Municipal Theatre
COLNE 7/30pm

Saturday 30th January 2010
In Concert
Kelbrook Village Hall
KELBROOK 7/30pm




musical team, accompanist and deputy
conductor John Taylor and deputy ac-
companist Chris Dennis.

The main musical event of the
vear was our participation n the Com-
wall Intemational Male Voice Festival
Our success was due in no small way o
the commitment of choir members to
rehearsals and to having the best prepara-
tion possible. We were able to share the
concert platform in Comwall with out-
standing Children’s and Youth choirs,
from Russia and Wales. The children's
choir, in particular, set an example of
dedication by rehearsing for 1% hours
after a concert performance. They won
their competition the following moming.
The burden of organizing the travel and
accommodation, and more or lessz every-
thing elze apart from actually conducting
the choir waz bome by Gerry Brown.
The fact that evervthing went according
to plan is a tribute to his organisational
ability.

Az | stated 4 or 5 monthe ago, 1
am stepping down as Chairman at the end
of this meeting, but, if’ elected, will con-
tinwe to work for the choir as concert
secrefary and assistant secretary.

Your commitiee may consider that
it is time to make another recording — the
opening of the Ace Centre in Melson with
its state of the art facilities may help this
Process,

We may consider competing at a
suitable festival in the coming vear (not
involving an ovemight stay — Gerry
Brown's nerves couldn’t stand it).

Cur website needs a revamp, and
it has been suggested that we try and in-
corporate some of our archive material,
as well a8 current information about the
choir, (We owe it to our Musical Director
to record the achievements he has made
in the past forty years, We need a perma-
nent record on the internet so that the
whole world can see these achievements,

Such projects are time consuming and do
cost quite a lot of money, so we need to
look ab wavs that this can be achieved -
sooner rather than later.  Hd.

The choir has a long and proud his-
tory, so we must look forward, not back-
wards, if we are to maintain our good name
in the choral world. Ken Hollas

Faul Wrathman

We  affer
our  congratula-
tions o Paul, who
wis elected as our |
nEw Chainman at
the AGM. The
Choir now take a
surmmer break and

will re-convene

mid August.

Letters 53 Beaufort Street
Melson

Dhear Ken

Many thanks for sending me the
Clarion and the concert programmes. They
al least keep me in touch with the Chaoir.

I was very sad to read about the
three members who have passed away and
relv on bits of smippets of news that come
my way now and again.

On the few members that do most of
the work in keeping the choir going I must
congratulate them and [ most mention
Gerry Brown who has done a wonderful
job with o much service.

I myself can't get around much
these days but living on my own now for 3
vears come August I have to do most things
for myself. The car is a life saver, I rely on
g0 much.

Best wighes for the future of the
chioir.

Kind regards

ClifTerd Horsefield



Nelson Arion with Aurin Girls’ Choir Sunday 28" June 2009

The Arion tried to make their guests, the Aurin girls” choir from Hungary, feel
at home by ending the opening part of the concert with the rousing Hungarian dance
song Dana Dana and judging by the applause they succeeded in a warm St Thomas’
Barrowford on the 28th June.

The intemationally renowned girls choir are from Kecskemet the home town of
composer Kodaly and this was reflected in their choice of music, which also included
Bartok and Bardos. From first assembling on stage whilst singing a Gregorian chant to
performing a surround sound version of Rutter’s “For the beauty of the Earth” the ex-
cellence of the choir shone and they showed no signs of wilting throughout a long pro-
gram.

The men opened the second half with two new pieces. The Seven Ages of Song
chronicles the musical life of a man from cradle to maturity and the Hallelujah from
Shrek was a popular choice.

The Aurin's conductor Laszlo Duranyik told the audience how much he enjoyed
English music and the madnigal style perfected by the likes of the King's Singers be-
fore the girls sang an Arion favorite “My Bonny Lass™ by Thomas Morley. (They don’t
come much more English than that!)

Towards the end of the concert the girls relaxed a little and a bit of audience
participation was encouraged with the spinituals * Little Lisa Jane™ and “Swing Low
Sweet Chariot.”

It can be a bit spooky to see children perform to such a high standard but it is
only with dedication that these results are obtained and the eastern Europeans often
demonstrate this ethos, not only in singing.

D C READ.



Musical Directors AGM Report (edited)

In his report, Frank paid tribute to the musical team of John Taylor and Chris
Dennis, and thanked all choir officers for their valued contributions.

“I was somry to hear that Mrs Brown was retiring as Treasurer, Quietly in the
background she has worked so efficiently to keep our finances in ‘apple pic order’ as
one Auditor used to say. She stepped in when the need was there and we thank her most
warmly”,

In paying tribute to Chairman Ken, it was pointed out that he had taken the heav-
ier burden over the year and not since the days of dear Leslie Clough has the choir had
such immaculate service. Although he has had Tony Young to assist him as Committee/
Patrons Secretary - we must not fail to express our thanks to him also -Ken has fulfilled
the double role of Chairman and Concert Convenor.

“As far as membership of the choir is concemed, we have more work to do.
Please be more pro - active. Just being a good member is not enough”,

It’s all go again on the 17th August!

Foot note. Since Paul Wrathman has taken the position of Chairman, Mrs Brown has
offered her support to Paul and will continue her role as Treasurer. (Ed)

Gibbon Bridge

A most unlikely collection of male models assembled at
the Gibbon Bridge Hotel near Chipping when the Nelson Arion
= Choir took part in a photo shoot. The beautiful gardens around
the popular wedding venue were the sefting for a calendar girls
style series of photographs, but fully clothed and to paraphrase
el Kenny Everett “in the best possible taste,”

The theme was a summer fete with various silly sporting
events including black pudding throwing and a rday race with
. French bread sticks as batons.

The choir also gave an al fresco concert for evening
diners around the gazebo and despite the odd black cloud the
8 weather stayed fine and the sun shone. In tribute to Sir Edward
Elgar’s 150 birthday anniversary the choir sang “The Wan-
derer™ which suited the woodland surroundings. They com-
pleted their program with a setting of “Saints go marching in"
and were well rewarded with refreshments provided by the ho-
tel. D C Read

Walter Nutter passed away in hospital on the 23rd July
2009. The Chairman, choir officers and members send
their deepest sympathy to Christine and family at this
sad time. Funeral will be held at Christ Church, Nelson
at 10.15am on the 3rd August. The comunittal will fol-
low at Bumley Crematorium at 11.20am. Ed

Do you recognise this man?
Substantial reward offered






